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1. (284) Who were Burrus and Seneca?

2. (284) How does Tacitus describe their characters?

3. (285) How does Tacitus describe the speaking abilities of the emperors from Julius Caesar through Nero?

4. (288-289) Who was Acte?

5. (289) What was Agrippina’s attitude toward Nero and his relationship to Acte?

6. (291) What was Agrippina’s reaction to Britannicus’ murder, and why?

7. (306) Who was Poppaea and what was she like?

8. (314-317) How did Agrippina die?

9. (327-331) How would you describe the cause, progress, and suppression of the British rebellion?

10. (337-339) Why did Seneca want to retire?  Why didn’t Nero let him?

11. (341-343) On what charge did Nero divorce Octavia?  How old was she when she died?

12. (362-366) How did Nero profit from the Great Fire of Rome?

13. (364-365) What regulations were implemented to prevent future fires in the rebuilding? (cf. Book 5 of Livy, the sack of Rome by the Gauls, and the subsequent askewed rebuilding)

14. (365-366) What is Tacitus’ attitude toward the Christians?  Why?

Ancient references to Christians:

SUETONIUS, Life of the Emperor Claudius, chapter 25: 

“Since the Jews were constantly causing disturbances at the instigation of CHRESTUS, he expelled them from the city...”

SUETONIUS, Life of the Emperor Nero, chapter 16: 

“[After the Great Fire]...punishments were also inflicted on the CHRISTIANS, a sect professing a new and mischievous religious belief ....”

PLINY (Governor of the Province of Bithynia-Pontus) Epistles Book 10 #96 addressed to the Emperor Trajan (ca. 112 A.D.) 

“...I have never been present at an examination of Christians.  So, I do not know the nature or the extent of the punishments usually dealt out to them, nor the grounds for starting an investigation and how far it should be carried.  For the moment this is the line I have taken with all persons brought before me on the charge of being Christians.  I have asked them in person if they are Christians; if they admit it, I repeat the question a second and a third time, with a warning of the punishment awaiting them.  If they persist, I order them to be led away for punishment; for whatever the nature of their admission, I am convinced that their stubbornness (contumacia) and unshakeable obstinacy ought to be punished.  There have been others similarly fanatical who are Roman citizens; I have entered them on the list of persons to be sent to Rome for punishment....  I considered that I should dismiss any who denied that they were or ever had been Christians, once they had repeated after me a formula of invocation to the gods and had made offerings of wine and incense to your statue (which I had ordered to be brought into court for this purpose along with images of the gods), and furthermore had cursed the name of Christ.  Real Christians (I understand) can never be induced to do these things....  They declared that the sum total of their guilt or error amounted to no more than this: they had met regularly before dawn on a fixed day to chant verses alternately among themselves in honor of Christ as if to a god, and also to bind themselves by oath, not for any criminal purpose, but to abstain from theft, robbery and adultery, to commit no breach of trust and not to refuse to return a deposit upon demand. After this ceremony it had been their custom to disperse and later to take food of an ordinary harmless kind.  But they had in fact given this up since my edict, issued on your instructions which banned all political societies.  This made me decide it was all the more necessary to extract the truth from two slave women (whom they call ‘deaconesses’) by torture.  I found nothing but a degenerate sort of cult carried to extravagant lengths...  I have therefore postponed any further examination and hastened to consult you...”

THE EMPEROR TRAJAN TO PLINY: 

“You have followed the right course of procedure, my dear Pliny, in your examination of the cases of persons charged with being Christians.  For it is impossible to lay down a general rule to a fixed formula.  These people must not be hunted out.  But if they are brought before you and the charge against them is proved true, they must be punished.  But in the case of anyone who denies that he is a Christian, and makes it clear that he is not, by offering prayers to our gods, he is to be pardoned as a result of his repentance -- however suspect his conduct may have been in the past.  But pamphlets circulated anonymously must play NO part in any accusation.  They create the worst precedent, and are quite out of keeping with the spirit of our age.”

15. (373) How did Epicharis distinguish herself from the other conspirators?

16. (373) How does Tacitus view her actions?

17. (384) How did Poppaea die?

18. (388) What attitudes does Tacitus reveal in the last paragraph on this page about the character of the men involved in all the evils of Nero’s reign?

19. (388) What does he reveal about the cause of it all?

20. Why do you think so many men were so weak and cowardly in the face of Nero’s tyranny? 

SRW

1
4
SRW


